[T August, 1958.] g

Wegislative Asnsembly

Thursday, 7Tth August, 1958.
CONTENTS.

Meeling of the Assembly ...
Message : Opening by Commissioner
Swearing-in of hon. members ..
Summons from the Lieat.-Governor
Questions wilhout netiee :

1. Metropolitan Transport Trust, finance

for acquisition 9
2, Char¢eal iron industry, locatwn ot

site in the South-West ... 9
3. Development of the North, spendlng

of special grant ... 10

4. Roads, repairs to Northern nghway 10
5. Mlmng, export of Tallering Peak ore 10
6. Commurist Chira, Premier’s views on

Mr. Chamberiain’s remarks . 10
7. Trafflc, use of clover-leal system af.
Causeway .. 11
Questions without notlca, statament by the
Speaker 11
Bil: Plani Dlsea.ses Act Amendment 1r. 11
Lieut.-Governor’s Spesch, dlstnbut:on 11
Address-in-reply, first day ... 11
Speaker on Address—
Mr. Bickerton .... 11
Adjournment, special 13

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 12
necon.

The Legislative Assembly met pursuant
to proclamation by His Excellency the
Governor, which proclamation was read by
the Clerk (Mr. F. E. Islip).

MESSAGE—OPENING BY
COMMISSIONER.

A Message from His Excellency’s Com-
missioner requested the attendance of hon.
members of the Legislative Assembly in
the Legislative Council Chamber. The hon.
members, having accordingly proceeded to
that Chamber and heard the Commissipn
read, returned to the Legislative Assembly
Chamber,

SWEARING-IN OF HON. MEMBERS.

The SPEAKER: I have received the writs
issued for the by-elections for the electoral
districts of Pilbara and Warren, and from
the returns endorsed thereon it appears
that Mr. Arthur William Bickerton and
Mr. Joseph Neon Rowberry have been duly
elected to serve in the Legislative Assembly
as members for the electoral distriets of
Pilbara and Warren respectively. I am
now prepared (0 swear in these hon.
members,

These hon. members took and sub-
scribed the oath and signed the roll

Sitting suspended jrom 12.18 fo 3 p.m.

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-
GOVEENOR.

The Speaker and hon. members, in re-
sponse to summons, proceeded to the
Legislative Council Chamber and, having
heard His Excellency deliver the opening
Speech (vide Council report ante), re-
turned $o the Legislative Assembly
Chamber.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.

1. METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT
TRUST.

Fingnce for Acquisition.

The Hon. D. BRAND asked the Premier:

(1) In view of the assurance given this
House last session by the Minister for
Transport that the appraval of the Loan
Council was not required for the issue
of debentures to finance the takeover by
the Government of the privately owned
bus companies, why has the Government
decided to seek such approval?

(2) In the event of the Government's
failure to secure approval, how does he
propose to raise the sum of £2,000,000 to
£2,500,000 required to purchase private
operators’ assets?

The PREMIER replied:

I thank the Leader of {the Opposition
for having made a copy of these questions
available to me earlier. The answers are
as follows:—

{1) The Minister for Transport gave the
information in gquestion to the House as
the result of advice given to him by an
officer of the Treasury Department. It
was subsequently ascertained that Loan
Council approval would be required. As
a result, the Government made a written
submission in the matter to the Federal
Treasurer; and he in turn circularised the
other State Premiers, placing the proposals
before them and seeking their views. As
soon as the views of the other State Pre-
miers have been received by the Federal
Treasurer, he will doubtless convey t.he
net resu]t to us.

(2) Refusal of this application is not
anticipated. However, should a refusal
arise the Government would immediately
give close consideration to the best
methods of raising the amount of capital
which would be required.

2. CHARCOAL IRON INDUSTRY.
Location of Site in the South-West,

Mr. MAY asked the Premier:

(1) Have the submissions made by local
governing authorities regarding the pro-
posed site for the charcoal iron industry
in the South-West heen considered?

(2) If so, has any decision been arrived
at as to where the industry is to be
established?
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The PREMIER replied:

I desire to thank the member for Collie
for warning me of his intention to ask
these questions.

The Hon. D. Brand: He thought you were
going to put it at Bunbury.

The PREMIER: The answer to the hon.
member’s questions is that some pre-
liminary consideration has been given by
the Government to the site on whieh the
proposed industry would be located, but no
decision has yet been made by the Govern-
ment. The reason is that the establishment
of the proposed industry could depend
upon the decision which the Federal Gov-
ernment has yet to give on the application
made to it by the State Government for a
licence to export overseas 1,000,000 tons
of iron ore from this State.

3. DEVELOPMENT OF THE NORTH.
Spending of Special Grant.

Mr, COURT asked the Premier:

(1) Has the State Government submitted
to the Commonwealth Governmeni its
programme for spending the first £500,000
of the £2,500,000 special grant by the Com-
monwealth for additional work in the
North?

(2) If so, what works are proposed and
when will they be commenced?

(3) Has a programme for the total sum
of £2500,000 been completed; and, if so,
what are the main projects?

The PREMIER replied: The hon. mem-
ber was good enough to give me a copy of
this question before the House met. The
answer to the question is as follows:—

Yes. The major works proposed to be
carried out under this scheme are, firstly,
the development of a deep sea port at Black
Rocks, near Derby; secondly, the exten-
slon of the meat works jetties at Broome
and Wyndham, and, thirdly, the carrying
out of an investigation in the Broome-
Napier Bay area for the purpose of working
out the best and most economical methods
of servicing the new pastoral areas in that
part of the North-West. Subject to Com-
monwealth approval, which has been sought
but not yet finally obtained, an early com-
mencement will be made with the jetty
extensions proposed at Wyndham, and
some preliminary work will be carried out
in the near future in connection with the
proposed deep sea port at Black Rocks.

4. ROADS.
Repairs to Northern Highway.

Mr. O'BRIEN asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Works:

Due to the fact that the Mt. Magnet-
Payne’s Find section of the Northern High-
way is in a dangerous condition, caused by
corrugation and recent rain, people are
refraining from traversing this road, which

is their main route. Will he therefore give
the matter his urgent attention and have
this section repaired to a satisfactory con-
dition, thus relieving the Murchison peaple
of this serious inconvenience?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Yes.

5. MINING.
Ezxport of Tallering Peak Ore.

Mr. SEWELL asked the Premier:

Can he inform the House what progress
has been made in the negotiations with
the Federal Government with respeet to
the application for a licence to export iron
ore from Tallering Peak through the port
of Geraldton?

The PREMIER replied:

The latest development in connection
with the State’s application to the Com-
monwealth Government on this matter is
that the Prime Minister wrote to us stating
that members of his Government were in
some doubt as to the economics of the pro-
posed charcoal jron industry to be estab-
lished in the South-West; and, as this had
a direct relationship to the application for
a licence to export 1,000,000 tons of iron
ore to Japan, he suggested that his Gov-
ernment should send a senior Common-
wealth Treasury officer to this State to
check the proposals for the establishment
of a charcogl iron industry in the South-
West.

On hehalf of this Government, I wrote
back to the Prime Minister stating that we
would have no objection to a senior Federal
Treasury officer coming to this State to
check the proposals. However, we did
peoint out in our letter that in the event
of the Commonwealth Government taking
action of this kind it would, fo some extent,
be invading a sphere of State sovereign
rights; and, apart from that, should the
Commonwealth expert present an un-
favourable report, the Commonwealth
Government, would be taking some respon-
sibility for the indusiry not being estab-
lished. Alse, should that officer present a
favourable report, the Commnowealth
Government would again be taking a
responsibility, but this time for the suc-
cessful establishment and subsequently for
the successiul operation of the industry.

Finally we asked the Federal Prime
Minister and his Government to reconsider
the whole matter on that basis. That was
about six weeks ago, and we have heard
nothing furiher since then.

6. COMMUNIST CHINA.
Premier’s Views on Mr. Chamberlain’s
Remarks.

Mr. WILD asked the Premier:

What are his views, as Parllamentary
Leader of the Labour Party in Western
Australia, on a statement made by Mr.
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F. E. Chamberlain, secretary of the W.A.
Trade Unijon Industrial Council, and State
Secretary and Federal President of the
Labour Party, on his return from com-
munist China, that “somewhere I suppose
there must be an angry Chinese man or
woman, but as yet I have not seen one,”
when read in conjunction with a report
submitted after exhaustive investigation by
the Secretary-General of the TUnited
Nations, and the Director-General of the
International Labour Office disclosing in-
formation to the effect that 25,000,000
slaves in communist China are held in
captivity under the most appalling con-
ditions?

The PREMIER replied:

I am not in a position to thank the hon.
member for having provided me earlier
with a copy of his question. However,
there is nothing unusual about that. The
reply to the guestion is that I and my
colleagues in this Government are so con-
stantly and so fully concerned regarding
the welfare of the people of Western Aus-
tralia that we are not in a position {o know
what is right or what is wrong in com-
munist China.

7. TRAFFIC.
Use of Clover-Leaf System at Causeway.

Mr. ANDREW asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Works:

When the Narrows bridge is completed
it will have the clover leaf system to enable
trafic to approach and depart from it.
Though the Causeway carries, and will con-
tinue to carry, a much larger volume of
traffic than the Narrows bridge, as it {s the
main outlet from the capital to the South-
West—the most populous part of this
State—it has the rotary system, which is
outdated and not to he compared with the
clover-leaf system for efficiency. There-
fore, will he inform me whether the
Government has taken, or intends tc take
any steps to build the clover-leaf system
at the approaches to the Causeway?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The matter will receive consideration.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.
Statement by the Speaker,

The SPEAKER: As the time is advane-
ing, I propose, unless the gquestions are
of vital importance, to refuse toc allow
members to ask any further questions, and
I shall proceed immediately to the next
business and ask the Premier io move the
first reading of the Privilege Bill.

PLANT DISEASES ACT AMENDMENT
B

First Reading.

The PREMIER: In order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of this House to initiate legislation,

1 move, without notice, for leave to intro-
duce a Bill for “An Act to amend the
Plant Diseases Act, 1914-1856."

Leave given, Bill introduced and read a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
Digtribulion.

The SPEAKER: Accompanied by hon.
members of this Chamber, I attended His
Excellency the Lieut-Governor in the
Legislative Council Chamber to hear the
Speech which His Excellency was pleased
to deliver to both Houses of Parliament.
For the sake of greater accuracy, I have
caused printed copies of the Speech to
be distributed amongst hon. members of
this Chamber.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
First Day.

MR. BICKERTON (Filbara) (4.0 pm.]:
I move—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Lieut.-
Governor and Administrator in reply
to the Speech he has been pleased to
deliver to Parliament:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the State of
Western Australia, in Parliament
assembled, heg to express our
loyalty to our most gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament,

First of all, Mr, Speaker, I would like
to pay a tribute to my predecessor, the
late Mr. Rodoreda. There is very little
I can say about the work done by Mr.
Rodoreda because he was well Known to
most members of this Assembly. Suffice
it to say that he was a man who enjoyed
the confidence of the majority of the
people of Pilbara for approximately 25
years. He was a most conscientious and
able man; and, above all, he possessed the
attribute of courage. I deeply regret his
passing.

It was most pleasing to see from the
Speech made by His Excellency that fur-
ther works are to be carried out in the
North-West. It indicates that the Gov-
ernment still has the interests of this
area very much at heart, and it is in keep-
ing with the Government’s record of past
achievement in this territory. On behalf
of the peoplte of my electorate, I thank
the Government for the interest and con-
sideration it has shown to the people of
the North-West.

I come before this Assembly represent-
ing approximately 125,000,000 acres of
Australian territory which is inhabited by
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fewer than 3,500 whites, plus the native
population. It is of this territory, and
of its people, that I wish to speak, for to
give appropriate representation to that
vast area is quite sufficient to occupy my
limited ability. Membhers have already
heard much about the North-West, and
I do not feel it is so much my job to ask
them to hear more as to make them feel
more,

Many people in Australia have seen the
North-West but that does not necessarily
satisfy me. Tt is one of my duties to en-
sure that they are ever-conscious of its
presence. To obtain a true appreciation
of the North-West one must live there
and carry out one’s daily toil there.
One must eat there; one must buy there
and sell there, or try to establish something
there; one must rear and educate one'’s
children there, and all these things must
be done in the intense heat of the summer.
If ane does all or any of these things,
and compares how much easier they are
to accomplish elsewhere, one cannot but
admire the people who see fit to keep that
area populated.

The treatment that area has received
from the State Government is commend-
able, but the treatment it has received
from the Commonwealth Government
leaves much to be desired. It is easy to
understand wurban, or suburban, minds
thinking in terms of security, cosy rooms
and ordered gardens; thinking of deliveries
to the door, and of telephones, newspapers,
transportation, and medical facilities, he-
cause these are things to which they are
accustomed, and the people of my elec-
{orate certainly do not wish to deny them
these facilities. But is is difficult to under-
stand the actions of those governing the
Commonwealth, who in the main enjoy
all the necessary amenities and facilities
but shake their heads in disapproval and
put on frowns of abhorrence when money
for the betterment or development of the
North-West is mentioned,

We have had many ambassadors of good-
will going from this country overseas to
see what can be done for the more un-
fortunate areas. One wonders whether
they have not been misdirected, because
there is plenty here in our North-
West to accommodate the sympathetic
heart., I feel that we, as Australians, are
forsaking our legacy, unless we extract from
the more prosperous areas of this coun-
try sufficient capital to subsidise those
areas which, in the main, romantic authors
are pleased to term primitive,

Much has been said about the potential
ot the North-West, and, indeed, many
particular potentials have been mentioned.
To my way of thinking, the most important
potentizl has heen overlooked by the
knowledgeable. This potential is the
people who live in the Neorth-West—those
who work in it and rear their families

in it. They are without doubt the great-
est potential the North-West possesses;
they are the potential in which I am most
interested.

In the early stages of the North-West,
many people were attracted there by what
appeared to be easy riches and the lure of
gold. But though many came, few were
chosen. Many of those who were suc-
cessful took their new-found wealth else-
where; and many of those who were not
successful left and went elsewhere. A
number of these people stayed on to develop
the area, and again some were successful;
some failed, s0 we had a nucleus of people
remaining who decided to call the North-
West their home. These were added to by
late comers establishing themselves or
being employed in the industries of the
day. Let us call them the permanents.

It is to the benefit of every Australian
that these people should remain there;
indeed, it is te the benefit of Australia
generally that their numbers should he
increased. This can be achieved only if
conditions are somewhere near on a
par with those applying throughout Aus-
tralia. To make this possible additional
and adequate public works must be carried
out, and public utilities and amenities
established.

I refer particularly to such things as
electricity, water supply, good roads, good
telegraphic communications; air services
combined with all-weather airstrips; and
port and shipping facilities, together with
medical and hospitalisation facilities. We
must also have more education facilities,
ahd greater opportunity for higher educa-
tion, to prevent children having to travel
a thousand miles to school and a thousand
miles home again in order to spend a few
weeks with their families.

We must also have a basic wage in ac-
cordance with the cost of living, together
with good and adequate housing. From
where deoes the money come to provide
all these facilities? I suggest it would
come from the same source which
finances the Snowy River scheme; which
provides the money for the standardisation
of the railway from Albury to Melboume;
the source that provides the money for the
St. Mary’s ammunition factory; and the
source from which finance 1s required for
Australia House in London. The money
must come from Australia as a whole.

Let us look upon Australia as one large
property, of which we are the owners,

If one possesses such a property with
prosperous, productive areas and a weak
northern sector, one has two alternatives.
It is necessary either to subtract from the
good areas and subsidise the weaker areas,
or ignore the weaker sectlon altogether.
If one ignores the weaker section it can
quite easily become a breeding ground, or
sanctuary, for vermin, noxious weeds and
pests. This can apply to a country as it
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does to a property, except that the nox-
ious weeds and vermin, and the pests,
take on a different aspect from that which
is conveyed in the normal agricultural
meaning, while still having the same de-
vastating effect on the country as a whole.

The development of my electorate to the
stage where it can stand on its own feef
can be greatly initiated and assisted from
within. However, outside assistance must
be forthcoming when required to enable
that area to play its full role as a very
imhportant part of this Commonwealth.

The North-West msay be likened to a
spastic amongst healthy children. It likes
to be treated as. an ordinary individual;
it likes to do some thinking for itself now
and again; i¢.battles.on valiantly, regard-
less of its disabilitles; but when the oc-
casion arises where it is necessary, through
some particular set of eircumstances, for
it to make use of crutches, it feels these
should bhe within reach and not have to
be crawled after.

In the brief time available, there are one
or two matters, that I would like to deal
with in a little more detail. One of them
is water. If there is-one commeodity that
my electorate needs, it is water. One must
appreclate that one cannot have crystal
streams flowing over semi-arid areas.
However, there is a difference between
abundant and adequate water. It is my
contention. that adequate water can be
found if money is made available to pros-
pect for it.

The average individual or organisation
has riot. the finahce to explore this avenue.
Indeed, the result of their exploration is
already evident in the many shallow depth
wells and river dams in the area at the
present, What is needed is an organised
deep drilling programme financed by
Government funds. It is my contention
that if such a horing programme were
cartied out, say, 2long similar or somewhat
modified lines to that carried out by Wapet,
in addition to the necessary technical skill,
then we would be achieving something al-
most akin to the diseovery of ofl.

Muny pastoral and mining towns in my
electorate suffer through lack of water.
Indeed, some towns lack the normal neces-
sities through shortage of water. I can
think of no single project that can do my
electorate more good than an organised
drilling programme with the right equip-
ment, the object of which is to obtain
water at the right time, in the right place,
and in the required quantity.

Another point which is very important to
my electorate is higher eduecation. With
my Hmited knowledge of the costs involved,
I consider that it is possible now to have
high school facilities in the North-wWest.
A school centrally situated in my electorate,
with boarding facilities for students, would
serve a large pertion of the North-West
population. This would overcome the set

2)

of circumstances that now exists by which
our people literally lose their children
when they are 12 or 13 years of age. In
most cases they are lost to us for good.
They go south when they finish their
education; they take employment down
here, and they never return.

Parents of children not faced with these
sets of circumstances are indeed very for-
tunate. A centrally situated school in my
electorate would enahle the children to
see their parents at least once a month.
As matters stand now, unless parents have
the finance to bring their children home
at the expiration of each term, they see
them but once every 12 months. Surely
this is not reasonable, and it is not what
we term our Australian way of life! Apart
from the heartbreak suffered by the
parents, is our country deoing the right
thing for the children of these people who
choose to live in an area where the
majority of Australians choose not to live?

I have paid tribute to this State Govern-
ment for the good work it has done in the
North-West. I would like also to pay
tribute to the local government in those
areas. Various road hoards in my elec-
torate perform a magnificent job consider-
ing the vast distances that many members
travel to attend meetings. This is evid-
ence of their sincerity, My speech would
not be complete without thanking them
for the work they are doing in those areas.

in conelusion, may I sum uyp my remarks
this way: The North-West must be assisted
to develop, in the interests of the State,
in the interesis of the Commonwealth, in
the interests of humanity, and in the in-
terests of plain geod thinking or ordinary
commonsense. Commonwealth aid must
be forthcoming to assist this development.
Let every Australian face this fact.

The locals of the North-West could be
getting tired of carrying this portion of
the country for the rest of Australia, Tha
question which should be asked by every
Australian worthy of his salt, is not so
much as to when this aid will be made
available, or when adequate aid wijl he
extended to the North-West, but rather,
why aid has not been extended earlier. Is
it because spinifex does not vote?

MR. O’'BRIEN (Murchison): I formally
second the motion.

On motion by the Hon. D. Brand, debatz
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (The Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke—Northam): I move—

_That the House at its rising adjourn
till 4.30 p.m. on Tussday next.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.18 p.m.



